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F-L-A-S-H" ISA SIGNAL OFA THRILL
Word As Vs'ed by the Associated Press, Greatest Netfs Gathering Organi¬zation on Earth, is Like the Passage of a Comet and Will Come

Shortly after the Polls Close November 7
NBW YORK, Oc t. 28..P-L-A-8-H!

) IS ELECTED! On tho night[pf Tuesday. November 7, tho missingjUame in the foregoing sentence will
be supplied by the Associated Press.

In the business of news-gathering
as developed by this world-wide or¬

ganization. (he first word sent over
the wires telling of any extraordi¬
nary event is "Flash!" It Is the sig¬
nal of a thrill. The ordinary routine
*>f the Associated Press bureaus and
.their hundreds of newspaper inom-
fctrs is often punctuated with the
*F-l-a-s-h!" Operators from Bangor
to San Diego, from Tampa to Tacoma,
tighten their lagging nerves, and edi¬
tors come scurrying to the wires to
tear a Pope is dead, a Titanic sunk,
another country at war. a Ltisilania
torpedoed, a battle won, a king de¬
posed, or a president elected.

Like a Comet.
This latter thrill has a recognised

periodicity, like the passage of a com¬
et, and the experience of it is again
imminent. Within a few hours after
you have scratched your ballot, the
-Associated Press will have Hashed
the verdict which you and sixteen mil¬
lion fellow voters have rendered.will
have flashed it within a few minutes
after the last of these sixteen million
ballots have been dropped in its box
.in some of the western states, whore
three hours' difference in time makes
We the closing of the polls.
How, in this brief time, anything

approximating an accurate account¬
ing of these sixteen million vo*es ran
be achieved, the returns assembled,
and the result made known through¬
out the lnnd is a process both simple
and marvellous. It Is true, of course,
that all of those sixteen million vot¬
es are not counted, but when »lie As¬
sociated Press announces tho olectlor,.
that announcement will be as tmst-
jvorthv as if they were.

The gathering and distribution of

returns this year will mark one of the
greatest co-operative effort that his
been made on any similar occasion to
accomplish this purpose. In previous)elections the Associated Vre.«, rely-j
ing largely upon Its 9*11 rosojiiccs,!
has done notable work In the prompt
and accurate reporvkig of the election
figures. In the Koo .-vel'-I'arker con¬
test of ll»04 the orgin.avt'oii was able
net only definitely announce, the re¬
sult, but also to Indicate, the full ex¬
tent of the victory as mriy as 3 o'clo< k
on election night. Equally remark¬
able Borvlce has been rendered in
other elections, and the value of the;
Associated Press's figures has been
such that defeated candidates them¬
selves have, on the strength of them,
sent th'elr telegrams of congratula-jtion to their victorious opponent*.
The service has been such that it has
invarla.bly brought to the executives!
of the organization a flood of tele-
grams on the day after in tribute to
the "comprehensiveness," "speed"
and "accuracy" with which the work
has been done. This year It is possible
that all records will be broken, for
the Associated Press has for the com
Ing election enlisted t.he co-operation
of its members front coast to coast
In n more concerted effort than ever
before.

Covering the News.
More than two years .ir;, prepara¬

tions were begun, under the direc¬
tion of the general manager of th.
Associated Press, to "cover" .thoj
news which will be served to the
lie on the night of November 7.)Election experts of the organization
have during these two years can-!
vasscd every state in the union and
>nd arranged with ihe papers of jeach state to work together on a co-;operative basis under the supervls-jion of the established Associated
Press bureaus. Thousands of spe¬
cial forms have been prepared for
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the systematic conduct of the serv-.been mafic certain that the full voteiice, thousands of typewritten sheets
distributed Hating candidates and
showing votes four years ago as a
basis of comparison, special corre¬
spondents appolntod and special wire
facilities arranged for this particu¬
lar work.

In the collection of returns, tho
county is everywhere made the unit,
and It is the purpose of tho system
to hear definitely from overy efoctlon
district of the more Important states.
In Now York alone these districts
number 6.700. In Illinois there are
over 5,000 and in other statos a pro¬
portionately large number of dis¬
tricts to be hoard from. Taking New
York state as typical of the system
that will be followed In principle at
least by other states, the service thero
Is worked out broadly as follows:

Haying arranged for some compe¬
tent man to take charge of each cqun-t$- up-state and for co-operative effort
with the Now York City Newa As¬
sociation for the collection of the
metropolitan returns, the New York|on jlow j^e country is going.

of the place has been poled and the
results then made known.

First Figures Driblet#.
It is only by driblets that the firsti

figures come in. but once the avaa-
lanche Is started there is no let-up
to the tick of the telegraph sounders,
and a swarm of th*> colored blanks is
kept flying from the receiving opera¬
tors to the tabulators. The figures
are first entered by the tabulators and
passed along to the designated 'chief
who keeps a "Doomsday Hook,"
showing the running total of the
vote throughout the night. Every fif¬
teen minutes the business of tabula¬
tion is punctuated by the issue of a
bulletin on New York state, which
is rushed to the leased trunk wires
of the Associated Press.and over)these main arteries and secondary;
ones.some 47,000 miles of them,!
some eighty different circuits.the
news circulates, keeping all of th©i
nine hundred nad forty newspaper]
members of the association posted

headquarters of the Associated Press
Is made the center of tabulation. The
up-state county man is stationed at
the most convenient center, usually
the county seat, from which he
throws out his not for the gathering
of his local returns.

Special Work in Hand.
For the special work in hand,

twenty-five extra wires are strung

The form of these bulletins
known to thousands who have seen
them flashed on the election screens:

"506 election dlstrlots out of 6,7001
In New York stute, for president,
give: Wilson ; Hughes ."

Bulletins Grow.
So, district by district, these bul-j

m
letins grow until It looks so certain!into the Associated Press "offlc"es~ln to some of the experts that one pa-New York, giving direct and exclu-jP**" or another will concede somo-

sive connection with the principal body's election. But the Associated
cities. Before the operators Is' I>r.» concedes nothing. It
stacked a varied assortment of print-) know.
ed forms, whose blank spaces await In th year of the Odell-Colcr fightthe figured that tell the story. There
are pink forms, blue forms, buff,
green, yellow and white to make
the various compilations of tho vote
for president, governor, Senate, Con¬
gress and the two houses of the
state legislature.

In an adjoining room there have
been assembled a staff of a hundred
men to serve as tabulators. Previous

for governor in New York In 1900,
Its system had a severe test. Coler
ran up a big vote in New York City,
and the heavy vote of Odell up¬
state was overlooked by many of
the newspapers which conceded Col-;ed's election. The Associated Press.'
in the midst of this confusion was'
lod to wonder if its figures were
right. The general manager had anto the election the Associated Pressj abiding confidence in his men and'has arranged with some of the best figures, but In the face of concos-banks in the city to furnish expert

accountants for this work. They
work in relays, the first crew report-nig at the close of the polls at five
o'clock, compiling the figures until
two o'clock in the morning.

Less than ten minutes after the
closing of the polls, the work be¬
gins. The first returns in New York
are invariably from some of the up¬
state cities, where voting machines
are employed. There are. however,
some localities on Cape Ood anil
down in Maine which for years have

sions that some of the papers wore
making of Color's election, somothing
must be done to check the matter.
He ordered a recount. The system
provided for just such an emergen¬
cy, and this Odell-Coler year is the]only time it has ever been called into
play. All of the county returns, af¬
ter being tabulated, are hung on a
large rack of hooks, classified bycounties, where they are immediate¬
ly available for recount. OfT the hooks
came these hundreds of telegrams,and In Just fifteen minutes' time theprided themselves on being the first; entire state vote was recounted. TheIn with their vote. In such small head tabulator, forgetting for theplaces the law permits the opening moment that he was in a newspaperof the ballot boxes as soon ns it has| office. Instead of his bank, exclaimed:

If a Candidate Should Die
Voting at Presidential Election Would Proceed in ilie Usual Way.

(.Philadelphia Ledger.)

Suppose one of the candidates for
president of the United Siat«s were
10 die the night before election, how
would that situation be handled?
That question comes to us from

ihe manager of a large Industrial
plauL Answer:

.Nothing would happen. The elec-i
uou would be held ou November 71
and the voting would proceed as us-1ual.
We do not vote for either Charles
Hughes or Woodrow Wilson. Their

names will nut be on the ballots. What
we do vote for is a set of presidential
electors, none of whose names we
bother to learn.
One set of electors if it wins is ex¬

pected to cast the state vote for Hughes
and the other set, if it wlnB, for Wll-1
sou.

Not Legally Hound.
Hut the Republican electors if sue-

cessful in olection, are not legally
bound to cast their ballots in the elec-i
toral college for Mr. Hughes. Theyjcould vote lor anybody who Is quali-;
lied under the United Staites constitu¬
tion to hold the olttce of president.'
The Republican electors could legally!
vote for l-TCBident Wilson.
An elector is an independent agent.

As a matter of practice he will vote for
the candidate chosen at a party con-1
vention last June, but ho can legally
break the Instruction, Just as a dele¬
gate to the convention could have done.

Jlence if either presidential candi¬
date were to die the day before tn«
election all the states would on the
following day vote for their two sets,
of presidential electors In the routine
way.
These presidential electors who are

chosen iu .November are obliged to
meet in the various states on the sec¬
ond Monday in January following. Tha^
is the day the president of the United!
States ir. actually- chosen.

That these electors were intended
to be free agents and to act as they
derrued best is plainly inferred by the
twelfth amendment to the* constitution
of the United States. It says:

They shall make distinct lists of
all personts voted for as president and
all persons voted for as vice presi¬
dent."
When that amendment was adopted

jiitcr the Jefferson-Burr battle of 1801
there never had been any political
conventions and the presidential elec¬
tors of the various states were ex¬
pected to form as many conventions
and there to choose a president.

In practice the presidential elec¬
tors act merely as automatons. They
permit the national conventions to do
their thinking.

Up to National Committee.
if one of the candidates selected by

either convention were to die the na¬
tional committee of that party would
some time after .November 7 and prior
to the second Monday in January, des-

ignate a candidate.
'lyiat recommendation would carryall the weight of a national conven¬

tion. But, as we have said, in neither
case 1r the recommendation binding,Since national conventions were
tlrst held in Andrew Jackson's titne,,
no presidential candidate has died be¬
fore the election.
When Van Buren was elected presi¬dent no one was elected vice presi¬dent. The United States Senate then

exercised its prerogative Sand elected
It. M. Johnson vice president.
A presidential elector in a New En¬

gland state refused to follow his par¬
ty and vote for James Monroe, "just
so he could not be unanimously elect¬
ed, as was George Washington."Eleven states did not vote at all for
president in 18f>4. In 186S three
states that had tried to secede could
not vote.

In 1880 one of California's presiden¬
tial electors who had been chosen bythe Democrats refused to vote for Han¬
cock. That state, therefore, gave Gar-
Held one elector and Hancock five.

INDIANS NOT A DYING
RACE. SAYS CATO SELLS

WASIU.V.TON, Oct. 28..The race1
of Indians is no longer a dying race,
according to Cato Sells, United States
commissioner of Indian affairs, who
has returm-rt to Washington after a
tour of inspection. He finds there are
350,000 Indians in twenty-four states,settled on eighty reservations. The
death rate has been reduced by a vig¬
orous health campaign and the birth
rate is increasing. The wealth of the
Indians is about $000,000,000 and in¬
clude* 60,000,000 acres of land.

Mr. Sells observes that the Indian
problem has changed in recent yearsand that the red man is looming up
as a race which will hold its own.
There are more Indians now than at
any time since the bureau on Indian
affairs was established.

SISTER TRIED TO BREAK UP
THE WEDDING WITH AN AXE!
MACOX. Ga., Oct. 28..Ml»s Eliza-'

beth Haddock and T. D. Ingram, the)latter blind, were united iy marriagehere, while the police stood guard to
proventan enraged sister of Miss Had¬
dock from renewing trouble which a
short time previous had broken up
the wedding ceremony.
Just as the Rev. T. U. Callaway was

about to pronounce the magic words,
Miss Mary C. Haddock, it is alleged,
burst in the door of the room with an
ax. Mr. Callaway fled from the scene
and did not return. The police were
called and after Miss Haddock had
been quieted, Dr. W. X. Aainsworth
was called and pronounced the couple
ma and wilt*

"Mr. Stone, we chock to a penny!"J tiveH, and similar table* for eachThe recount tallied exactly with the1 state. locally bandied, on the constl-

ES irVnn«MTnn u.|t», Thl el®ction ni*ht machine that Is even
w Vnrk^«?a»2 nHmiVl mor" interesting than the generalnijf. Jl? 5L',^Jl manager of the Associated Press, n.

Thero
are comprehensive "l*»ftds" to write-
in nummary of the figures, and con¬
tents in particular states to. he ex¬
plained. .

Paul Revere.
There is one human cor* in the

figures the Associated Press had pre-, tution of the state legislature. T*viounly given out and the papers! are comprehensive "leads" to wwhich, independently of the Asso¬ciated Press figures, had concededColor's election had eventually to ad¬mit their error.
The accuracy of the AssociatedPress figures has seldom since been

questioned
recent
the fight between Coler and Bacon
for the Republican nomination as
candldato for a seat In the United
States Seante, the majority given bythe Associated Press was only sev¬
enty-nine votes at variance with tfteofficial count. In a Massachusetts
state election last year the Bostonbureau scored a record by announc¬ing the returns only three votes offfrom the official figures.

Election Machinery.
The election machinery of the As¬

sociated Press is at work In all the

put the presidential electors on J

separate ballot to facilitate the count
\VIret» Devoted to Return*.

If the foregoing has not helper
you to visualize the process by which
the greatest news-gathering organi¬zation tries to satiate your election
curiosity and furnish masses of fig¬
ures to back up its announcement of
the victory, picture to yourself thin
on«- fact: On election night th«* fa¬
cilities for wire communication over
practically the entire countty are forU the Paul "Revere of the backvoodsl *h '

devoted .c|..districts who gallops his horse or . , ,he collection and dlstrlbu-' M1' .otor?y,c,,e on
.

0 cc. lon tlon or returns. The mileage of those"'"V0"- wire you will find run up into theThere are lUll some remote regions rn|]1|0^ Tho A8S(>(.|alort PreMgreat many of them.where the , d w|re t 1(B(l|f ls a]mOTtpolling of a presidential vote Is al
moat a gam#* of solitaire, af.d from
Bome of them couriers must ride
twenty miles befom thev can re¬
lease by wire to a waiting nution the
fact that a plurality of one for.it
would be partisan to anticipate tho
name) had been cast at Ranch 4fl.states, but It ls developed to its high-1 There are several such remotei dla-

es pitch of efficiency In the states! trlcts even in New York state whenrthaving thfc largest electoral votesand the smallest, nverage of consist¬
ency in presidential years.

Given a definite line on New Yorkstate, ou Massachusetts, whlbh isinvariably prompt, and a refleoMonof the vote in central and westernstates, where a difference in time ts
a handicap to early returns, the re¬sult of the presidential election maybe pretty definitely announced at an
early hour and often the full extentof the victory indicated, so accurate¬ly has tho gauge of election figuresbeen fixed by previous experience.

Knowing with a near certainty

doubled on election nigth, and the
telegraph companies in their own
way are co-op«»rating directly or in¬
directly in the great effort to bring
the figures to a head.

Consider also the human factors-
thousands of operators at the key
paper reporters and editors at work
on local situations, while the army
of trained Associated Press men are
assembling all their matter, and you
arrive at something like a general

news leaks almost as slowly as In
Montana or Idaho. And there is no
deprecating the Importance of tho! , .

vote that Jk cast at Clovor Kour-Cor- tj10 effor** that W,mude on election night to supply thenprs It i* tho will r»f tho noonle mu"f on CIWUUU 111 lu l,M1SSfruL.^thT' ,h° "rSl 8",te"W
can know no distinction when it
comes to the counting of honest bal-

of this article.
Surpassing though it will public in-

lots. Otherwise it would not pay terest in the great war, or in the mtil-
for that twenty-mile ride.
New Jersey has been

titudlnous events that the world
thorn in daily contributes to the excitementicw joitjuj uai4 uccn <1 iuv/iu iu ... _

the flesh of the election tabulatorsi or the breakfast table, the news of a
for many years. In the first place it preidsential election will by no means
refuses to close its polls until 7 attract all of the argus-eyes of the
o'clock, and Its laws requires thatl organizatlon whose field is the world.

. tVe"S»u»tmi oifthe"entire billot t.\tt?whether it is Wilson or Hughes will top to bottom Bh^!_bf°nf/n1-Thero spondent in Peking 'may come in atbe sufficient for the throngs at the for another ballot is taken up. There P
hoieht of excitement over th<*bulletin boards on election night, but 1 are upwards or 240 names on the me ne.g

...the Associated Press goes on to a Htillbigger task than the more announce¬
ment of the result. That would not
go far to complete the morning pa¬
per. There are columns to fill with
state tabulations, with lists of gov¬
ernors elected, the detailed consti¬tution of the next United States Sen¬ate nnlr the House of Representa-

Jersey ballot this yeaT in some of, election with a new revolution in
the cities, and it Is doubtful wheth-; China, Its representative in Panama
er on election night President Wilson! with a disastrous slide in Cufebra
will know how his own state has cut. its bureau in Petrograd with a

gone. The Jersey method Is employed; stirring speech in the Duma, or its
in some of the central and western! men at the front with a great vic-
states, adding a further handicap to tory. The upual designated men are
the difference in time, but New- York on deck to handle any emergency, in
and a majority of the eastern states th«i election or out of it.
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Big Piano Opportunities You

Can't Afford to Miss
Quality speaks louder tlian wards; and Quality is just an¬

other mime for the justly famousSTIEFF PIANO. It's richness
in tone, beauty of case arid its superb finish, is what makes the
STIEFF PIANO prized so greatly by all distinguished musicians.
And1 then too, when you 'buy a STIEFF PIANO, you pay only one

profit, and tliat is the manufacturer's profit.we are manufactur¬
ers. Come in and let us show you a STIEFF.

Piano Bargains This Week
WE WILL OFFER YOU

One Standard Piano, rep. $300.00. This week only $150.00
One Davies Piano, this week for only! $175.00
And1 a Player Piano that sells regularly for $550.00, can be bought
this week for only $350.00

All are in mahogany cases, real-beauties, and have that sweet,
rich tone you like so well.

A CALL WILL CONVINCE.COME IN

CHAS. M. STIEFF
CLAUDE H. ATZRODT, Mgr.

Gore Building 201 W.Pike St.

Ready Money
Some "investments" offer little chance of the

investor getting his money back. Even with legiti¬
mate investments it is often hard to get your money
bax*k quickly. While you may not often feel like
drawing upon your savings in the bank, it is quite a
comfortable feeling to know that you can get at your
money quickly in case of need.

Four Per Cent on Savings.

THE UNION NATIONAL BANK
Capital $500,000.00
Surplus 200,000.00
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